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David Alfaro Siqueiros was a painter whose radical work with revolutionaries and labor organizers in Mexico got him arrested and sent to jail several times around 1930; while incarcerated he painted a series of artworks depicting life inside and outside prison. In this activity students will bring these artworks to life by role-playing scenarios based on Siqueiros’s ideas and actions.

Artist:  David Alfaro Siqueiros
The “Big Idea”

After completing all activities for the unit Art and Social Change, students 
will understand the following “big ideas.” The italicized idea is emphasized in 
the “Siqueiros in Jail” activity.


· How are artists revolutionary?

· How is art a catalyst for and reflection of social change?

· How does an artist’s point of view affect both the intended and perceived meanings of her or his art?

· How do artists use symbols, words, and actions to convey political or social beliefs?

· How does the meaning and impact of an artwork change when it is made public?

To introduce the activity

01.
Review: With your students, go over the activity’s overview and “big idea.”

02.
Journal option: If you plan on doing more than one activity from this theme, ask students to create a journal for the project. The journal will allow them 
to organize their research notes, brainstorms, projects, and reflections.

03.
Preactivity class discussion: What is political art? Conduct a short discussion to prepare students for what they will see within the activity screens. Some suggestions for discussion:

a.
What is political art? Students create a page in their journals where 
they list examples of political art that they have seen.

b.
Why might visual artists choose to use their art to express political ideas?

c.
When might an artist’s work be revolutionary?

d.
How does the context of political art (the places and times that the 
public sees it) impact its meaning? 

04.  Activity prep: This lesson requires some understanding of the ideas underlying the Mexican Revolution. You may want to provide additional background information for your students.

05.  Explore online: Now your students are ready to explore the artists in Making Sense of Modern Art and complete the activity steps (duplicated below for your review).

Related Standards

Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills  Grades 10/11/12

Historical Research, Evidence, and Point of View

1.  Students distinguish valid arguments from fallacious arguments in historical interpretations.

2.  Students identify bias and prejudice in historical interpretations.

4.  Students construct and test hypotheses; collect, evaluate, and employ information from multiple primary and secondary sources; and apply it in oral and written presentations.

Materials Needed

01.
Access to computers to view Making Sense of Modern Art screens and take notes
02.
Writing materials

03.  Props for role-playing (optional)

04.  Additional background information on the Mexican Revolution (optional)

Time Needed up to three class periods

01.
One to view Making Sense of Modern Art screens and take notes
02.  One to develop characters

03.  One for role-playing activities

Assessment

Students will be graded on:

01. Research notes from Making Sense of Modern Art

02. Creativity, style, and use of language in manifesto

03. Observation notes

04. Participation in class discussion

05. Written reflection

“Siqueiros in Jail” Activity
David Alfaro Siqueiros was a painter whose radical work with revolutionaries and labor organizers in Mexico got him sent to jail several times around 1930; while incarcerated he painted a series of artworks depicting life inside and outside prison. In this activity you will bring these artworks to life by role-playing scenarios based on Siqueiros’s ideas and actions.

Artist:  David Alfaro Siqueiros
The “Big Idea”

How does an artist’s point of view affect both the intended and perceived meanings of his or her art? 

In this activity you will:

01.  Learn about artist David Alfaro Siqueiros

02.  Imagine a scenario in which Diego Rivera visits him in jail

03.  Role-play with your class and discuss various possible outcomes

04.  Reflect on the issues

You will be graded on:

01.  Research notes from Making Sense of Modern Art
02.  Participation/leadership in role-playing

03.  Group discussion

04.  Written reflection

Activity Steps
To understand artists and their points of view, you will role-play scenarios based on David Alfaro Siqueiros’s experience in prison.

01. Research: Work with a small group and research why Siqueiros was sent to prison. (You may also want to research the Mexican Revolution to understand the cultural context at that time.) You will use this information to take part in a role-playing scenario in which Siqueiros’s friend and fellow painter Diego Rivera comes to visit him in jail. They discuss the Mexican Revolution, and how their artwork and the Mexican mural movement fits into it. Siqueiros reads Rivera his manifesto and decides to show Rivera some of his paintings.

02. Create: Divide the class into small groups and decide who will take the following roles:

a. David Alfaro Siqueiros

b. Diego Rivera

c. prison guards

d. various characters from Siqueiros’s jail paintings

03. Variation: Re-create the scenes Siqueiros depicted in his paintings. Give voices to the characters in the works to make them come to life. After the presentations, ask your classmates to discuss what they imagine the artist was trying to communicate in each painting.
04. Reflect: In your journal, discuss whether you think Siqueiros’s artwork was revolutionary. How did the fact of being in prison affect his message? What would you do in a similar situation?










Art and Social Change�“Siqueiros in Jail” Teacher’s Guide





The twentieth century saw changes in politics, technology, medicine, science, �and social customs can only be described as revolutionary. By studying �a group of revolutionary artists, students will come to understand how these �figures pursued their causes through both their artwork and their actions.
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