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In this activity students will become familiar with several modern and contemporary artists who wrote manifestos to express their revolutionary ideas and concerns. They will then analyze one of the manifestos in writing.

The “Big Idea”

After completing all activities for the theme Art and Social Change, students will understand the following “big ideas.” The italicized idea is emphasized in the “Revolutionary Words” activity.
· How are artists revolutionary?

· How is art a catalyst for and reflection of social change?

· How does an artist’s point of view affect both the intended and perceived meanings of her or his art?

· How do artists use symbols, words, and actions to convey political or social beliefs?

· How does the meaning and impact of an artwork change when it is made public?

To introduce the activity

01.
Review: With your students, go over the activity’s overview and “big idea.”

02.
Journal option: If you plan on doing more than one activity from this theme, ask students to create a journal for the project. The journal will allow them 
to organize their research notes, brainstorms, projects, and reflections.

03.
Preactivity class discussion: What is political art? Conduct a short discussion to prepare students for what they will see within the activity screens. Some suggestions for discussion:

a.
What is political art? Students create a page in their journals where 
they list examples of political art that they have seen.

b.
Why might visual artists choose to use their art to express political ideas?

c.
When might an artist’s work be revolutionary?

d.
How does the context of political art (the places and times that the 
public sees it) impact its meaning? 

04.   Activity prep: Students will be looking at manifestos that appear in Making Sense of Modern Art. You may want to bring other examples to class. 

05.   Explore online: Now your students are ready to explore the artists in Making Sense of Modern Art and complete the activity steps (duplicated below for your review).

Related Standards

Language Arts Grades 9/10

2.0
Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

Expository Critique

2.8  Evaluate the credibility of an author’s argument or defense of a claim by critiquing the relationship between generalizations and evidence, the comprehensiveness of evidence, and the way in which the author’s intent affects the structure and tone of the text (e.g., in professional journals, editorials, political speeches, primary source material).

Language Arts Grades 11/12

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)
Expository Critique

2.6  Critique the power, validity, and truthfulness of arguments set forth in public documents; their appeal to both friendly and hostile audiences; and the extent to which the arguments anticipate and address reader concerns and counterclaims (e.g., appeal to reason, to authority, to pathos and emotion).

3.0 Literary Response and Analysis

Literary Criticism

3.8  Analyze the clarity and consistency of political assumptions in a selection of literary works or essays on a topic (e.g., suffrage, women’s role in organized labor). (Political approach)

Materials Needed

01.
Access to computers to view Making Sense of Modern Art screens and take notes
02.
Writing materials

03.
Extra-large paper

Time Needed up to four class periods

01.
One to view Making Sense of Modern Art screens and take notes
02.
One to create a public manifesto

03.
One to watch public reaction

Assessment

Students will be graded on:

01. Research notes from Making Sense of Modern Art

02. Creativity, style, and use of language in manifesto

03. Observation notes

04. Participation in class discussion

05. Written reflection

“Revolutionary Words” Activity
In this activity you will become familiar with several modern and contemporary artists who wrote manifestos to express their revolutionary ideas and concerns. You will then analyze one of the manifestos in writing.
The “Big Idea”

How are artists revolutionary?
In this activity you will:

01.   Discover three artists and their political motivations

02.   Research manifestos

03.   Analyze the style and intent of a manifesto

You will be graded on:

01.   Research notes from Making Sense of Modern Art
02.   Participation in class discussion

03.   Detail and depth of manifesto analysis 

New terms: manifesto, revolutionary

Activity Steps
Think about the characteristics of revolutionary artists and their manifestos.

01.  Discuss: After finishing your research in Making Sense of Modern Art, discuss with your class the three artists (Diego Rivera, David Alfaro Siqueiros, and Piet Mondrian) and their political motivations. What do the three artists have in common with respect to the content of their work? The places and years they were working? The audiences who saw their art?

02.  Brainstorm: With your classmates, discuss what a manifesto is. Look it up in the dictionary. Who might write a manifesto? Why are they written? How are they used? View the Making Sense of Modern Art screens that contain examples of manifestos by Rivera (he reads an excerpt in the video), Siqueiros, and Mondrian. You may also want to search the Web (or your library) for other examples of manifestos. They might be artistic manifestos (such as Rivera’s) or political statements (such as Martin Luther King Jr.’s letter from the Birmingham jail), or they might even take the form of poems or song lyrics.
03.  Discover: Discuss the typical writing style of a manifesto. Make a list of its basic parts: a motivation or cause for writing, a determination to achieve a certain result, an attempt to engage the public, the presentation of a new way of thinking, etc.

04.  Analyze: Select one manifesto and write a short paragraph explaining why its language appeals to you. What does the author hope to change? In your opinion, how do manifestos support revolutionary actions?

05.  Edit: Trade your rough draft with a partner and edit each other’s work. Rewrite.
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The twentieth century saw changes in politics, technology, medicine, science, �and social customs can only be described as revolutionary. By studying �a group of revolutionary artists, students will come to understand how these �figures pursued their causes through both their artwork and their actions.
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