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In this activity students will compare and contrast the actions of an artist with those of a political figure or a prominent social or cultural leader. They will either create an illustrated timeline or write an imaginary conversation between the two figures.

The “Big Idea”

After completing all activities for the theme Art and Social Change, students will understand the following “big ideas.” The italicized ideas are emphasized in the “Research Project: Revolutionary Thinkers / Revolutionary Actions” activity. 

· How are artists revolutionary?

· How is art a catalyst for and reflection of social change?

· How does an artist’s point of view affect both the intended and perceived meanings of her or his art?

· How do artists use symbols, words, and actions to convey political or social beliefs?

· How does the meaning and impact of an artwork change when it is made public?

To introduce the activity

01.
Review: With your students, go over the activity’s overview and “big idea.”

02.
Journal option: If you plan on doing more than one activity from this theme, ask students to create a journal for the project. The journal will allow them 
to organize their research notes, brainstorms, projects, and reflections.

03.
Preactivity class discussion: What is political art? Conduct a short discussion to prepare students for what they will see within the activity screens. Some suggestions for discussion:

a.
What is political art? Students create a page in their journals where 
they list examples of political art that they have seen.

b.
Why might visual artists choose to use their art to express political ideas?

c.
When might an artist’s work be revolutionary?

d.
How does the context of political art (the places and times that the 
public sees it) impact its meaning? 

04.  Activity prep: You may want to review research methods and sources to prepare students for this project.

05.  Explore online: Now your students are ready to explore the artists in Making Sense of Modern Art and complete the activity steps (duplicated below for your review).
Materials Needed

01.  Access to computers to view Making Sense of Modern Art
02.  Writing materials

03.  Magazines and/or art materials (for illustrated timeline option)

Time Needed up to five class periods

01.  One to view Making Sense of Modern Art screens and establish thesis statements

02.  Three to research, draft, and edit the project (could be homework)

03.  One to present findings

Assessment

Students will be graded on:

01.  Quality, depth, and form of research, including notes

02.  Illustrated timeline or conversation/skit

03.  Ability to work with partner/group on research, writing, and presentation

04.  Participation/leadership in class discussions

05.  Written reflection

“Revolutionary Thinkers Revolutionary Actions” Activity
In this activity you will compare and contrast the actions of an artist with those of a political figure or a prominent social or cultural leader and either create an illustrated timeline or write an imaginary conversation between the two figures.

The “Big Idea”

How do artists use symbols, words, and actions to convey political or social beliefs? How is art a catalyst for and a reflection of social change?

In this activity you will:

01.   Learn about revolutionary artists in Making Sense of Modern Art
02.   Develop a thesis topic and research it

03.   Collect data and design a presentation

04.   Present to your class

You will be graded on:

01.   Quality, depth, and form of research, including notes

02.   Illustrated timeline or conversation/skit

03.   Ability to work with partner/group on research, writing, and presentation

04.   Participation in class discussions

05.   Written reflection

Activity Steps
In this activity you will compare and contrast the actions of an artist with those of a political figure or other prominent social and cultural leader and create a project that reflects your understanding of their similarities and differences.

01.  Choose: With a partner or small group, choose one artist in Making Sense of Modern Art to research. Discuss this artist’s work and beliefs, and then select a political figure who has (or had) similar concerns. For example, you might connect the artist Judy Chicago with the writer and social activist Betty Friedan, since they both played significant roles in advancing women’s rights. You might also link the artist Diego Rivera with the political and military leader Emiliano Zapata, since they were contemporaries who both believed in Communism and social revolution for Mexico.

02.  Research: Research your selected artist and political figure (beyond the information available at Making Sense of Modern Art). Be sure to make research notes for your teacher to review. Answer the following questions: 

a. How did your two figures develop their revolutionary ideas?

b. Why did they feel compelled to work toward change?

c. How were their roles similar or different?

d. What were the positive or negative outcomes of their engagement with political issues?

03.  Create: Produce one of the following projects, using your research.

a. Create an illustrated timeline of the lives of the artist and the political figure. Draw pictures or paste in magazine photos to accompany your text. What are the conflicts or injustices that they set about correcting? Compare their strategies for working toward change. Compare the outcomes.

b. Write an imaginary conversation or skit between your selected artist and political figure.

04.   Present: Show your final project to the class and receive constructive criticism.

05.   Reflect: In your journal, reflect on the ways in which art can be a catalyst for and a reflection of social change. Based on the cases you and your classmates have presented, do you think change comes easily and quickly, or only after a long struggle?









Art and Social Change�“Research Project: Revolutionary Thinkers Revolutionary Actions” Teacher’s Guide





The twentieth century saw changes in politics, technology, medicine, science, �and social customs can only be described as revolutionary. By studying �a group of revolutionary artists, students will come to understand how these �figures pursued their causes through both their artwork and their actions.
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