[image: image1.png]SFMOMA






For more than six years, the artist Jay DeFeo explored personal symbolism in a large painting called The Rose (1958-66). In this activity students will choose symbols that represent who they are and paint them onto fabric panels; the panels can then be combined into a large quilt.

Artists: Jay DeFeo, Joan Brown

The “Big Idea”

After completing all activities for the theme “A Personal Narrative,” students will understand the following “big ideas.” The italicized idea is emphasized in the “Representing a Life Story through Identity and Symbols” activity.

· What life moments are worth transforming into art?

· How can daily life become a source of ideas for works of art?
· How can art tell a personal story?
To introduce the activity

01.    Review: With your students, go over the activity’s overview and “big idea.”

02.    Journal option: If you plan on doing more than one activity from this theme, ask students to create a journal for it. The journal will allow them to organize their research notes, brainstorms, projects, and reflections.
03.    Using Voices and Images of California Art: These online materials are composed of primary reference sources. Each section helps students understand the work and ideas of a particular artist. The following questions can enrich your students’ experience with the program; you may want to discuss their thoughts in class or have them write responses in their journals. You may also want to explain the advantage of using primary sources in research.
a.   Introductory movie (a profile of an artist and a brief glimpse into his or her life and work). What is important to this artist? What is the artist’s attitude toward his or her own work?
b.   Gallery (a sample of the artist’s work). Can you identify specific qualities that describe these artworks? What do you think they are about?
c.   Interview (the artist’s voice presents ideas about his or her work and life). How does the interview help you understand the artist and his or her work? What else would you like to ask the artist?
d.  Photo album (an intimate look at the artist’s life). How do the photographs convey the artist’s personality? What story do they tell?
e.  Scrapbook (a collection of miscellaneous items). How do the scrapbook items give you insights into specific aspects of the artist’s life and career? What kind of historical information does the scrapbook offer?
f.    Biography (a narrative overview of the artist’s life and background). What do you find interesting about the artist’s life? 
04.    Activity prep: Review the meaning and use of symbols and how they relate to students’ everyday lives. 

05.    Explore online: Now your students are ready to explore the artists in Voices and Images of California Art and complete the activity steps (duplicated below for your review). 

Related Standards

Visual Arts Grades 4/8
Grade Four

Teachers may guide students to practice one of the following when creating their symbols:

2.0 Creative Expression

Communication and Expression Through Original Works of Art

2.5 Use accurate proportions to create an expressive portrait or a figure drawing or painting.

2.6 Use the interaction between positive and negative space expressively in a work of art.

2.7 Use contrast (light and dark) expressively in an original work of art.

2.8 Use complementary colors in an original composition to show contrast and emphasis.

Grade Five 

2.0 Creative Expression

Communication and Expression Through Original Works of Art

2.7 Communicate values, opinions, or personal insights through an original work of art.

Grade Six 

2.0 Creative Expression

Communication and Expression Through Original Works of Art

2.5 Select specific media and processes to express moods, feelings, themes, or ideas.

Grade Seven 

2.0 Creative Expression

Communication and Expression Through Original Works of Art

2.7 Create a series of works of art that express a personal statement demonstrating skill in applying the elements of art and the principles of design.

Grade Eight

2.0 Creative Expression

Communication and Expression Through Original Works of Art

2.5 Select a medium to use to communicate a theme in a series of works of art.

Materials Needed

01.   access to computers to view Voices and Images of California Art
02.   writing materials
03.   eleven-by-fourteen-inch fabric panels and art materials to decorate them (construction paper, fabrics, magazine clippings, colored pencils, adhesive materials, etc.)
04.   large-scale paper for monumental symbols (optional)
Time Needed up to three class periods

01.   one to introduce the activity and view Voices and Images of California Art screens

02.   one to create symbolic panels
03.   one to assemble class quilt
Assessment

Students will be graded on:

01.   design and execution of panels
02.   quality of written response to panels
03.   class participation
“Representing a Life Story through Identity and Symbols” Activity

For more than six years, the artist Jay DeFeo explored personal symbolism in a large painting called The Rose (1958-66). In this activity you will choose a symbol that represents who you are and paint it onto a fabric panel; the panels can then be combined into a large quilt.

Look closely: Click on each artist button at right to view detailed screens about the artist and his or her works. Be sure to click on all images, view all videos, read all documents, and use the zoom tool to look closely at the works of art. 

The “Big Idea”

How can art tell a personal story?
In this activity you will:

01.   choose a symbol that represents your feelings now, five years ago, or five years from now
02.   create a panel based on your symbol
03.   exchange symbols with a classmate and write about what you think they  mean
04.   assemble a class quilt
05.   enlarge your symbol to monumental scale (optional)
You will be graded on:

01.   design and execution of your panel
02.   quality of written response to the panels
03.   class participation
New terms: symbol

Activity Steps
Create your own personal symbol.

01.   Think: Look at the artworks by Joan Brown. How does she use symbols to tell specific parts of a story?
02.   Create: Create or choose a symbol to represent your feelings about who you are today and what is important to you. You can also choose a symbol that represents you as you were five years ago, or as you might be five years from now. Apply your symbol to a fabric panel using markers, paint, or other art materials. Be sure to draw a border around it, as it will become part of a class quilt.
03.  Write: Exchange panels with a classmate and write in your journal about what you think his or her symbol means. What does it tell you about your classmate? How does your previous knowledge of the person help you analyze it? Feel free to ask questions in order to gain insight and help your writing.

04.   Present: Combine your panel with those of your classmates to create a quilt
05.   Extension: In the spirit of Jay DeFeo and her monumental painting The Rose, enlarge your symbol on a giant piece of paper. 

06.   Extension: Interview another person, it can be a student or someone outside of class, to discover a theme that characterizes his or her life, and then ask how he or she would symbolize it. Write a short paragraph about your findings
Screen questions

1. The artist Jay DeFeo devoted six years, from 1959 to 1966, solely to her now-legendary painting The Rose.
To do: Click on the “Scrapbook” screen and view “About The Rose” (movie interview with Bruce Conner). 

To think about: How did DeFeo’s art and life intermix? What does the rose represent about her life?

2. Joan Brown is another artist who used personal symbols to reflect her life experiences.

To do: Click on the “Gallery” screen to access the gallery of Joan Brown.

To think about: Look for symbols in the many works shown here. Does the same symbol ever appear in more than one painting? Does it seem to have a consistent meaning across the various works?









A Personal Narrative�“Representing a Life Story through Identity and Symbols” Teacher’s Guide





Many twentieth-century artists convey personal concerns and narratives through their work. Sometimes they use their own experiences as subject matter. Other times they use the art-making process to explore issues of personal identity. 
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