[image: image1.png]SFMOMA






In this activity students will learn how artists’ statements are written and published for the world to see. Taking inspiration from Jenny Holzer, one of 
the revolutionary artists in this unit, students will write their own manifestos, 
make them public, observe the response, and reflect on the process.

Artists:  Jenny Holzer
The “Big Idea”

After completing all activities for the unit Art and Social Change, students 
will understand the following “big ideas.” The italicized idea is emphasized in 
the “Public Manifestos” activity.


· How are artists revolutionary?

· How is art a catalyst for and reflection of social change?

· How does an artist’s point of view affect both the intended and perceived meanings of her or his art?

· How do artists use symbols, words, and actions to convey political or social beliefs?

· How does the meaning and impact of an artwork change when it is made public?

To introduce the activity

01.
Review: With your students, go over the activity’s overview and “big idea.”

02.
Journal option: If you plan on doing more than one activity from this theme, ask students to create a journal for the project. The journal will allow them 
to organize their research notes, brainstorms, projects, and reflections.

03.
Preactivity class discussion: What is political art? Conduct a short discussion to prepare students for what they will see within the activity screens. Some suggestions for discussion:

a.
What is political art? Students create a page in their journals where 
they list examples of political art that they have seen.

b.
Why might visual artists choose to use their art to express political ideas?

c.
When might an artist’s work be revolutionary?

d.
How does the context of political art (the places and times that the 
public sees it) impact its meaning? 

Related Standards

Language Arts Grades 9/10

2.0
Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.4
Write persuasive compositions:

a.
Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained and logical fashion.

b.
Use specific rhetorical devices to support assertions (e.g., appeal to 
logic through reasoning; appeal to emotion or ethical belief; relate a personal anecdote, case study or analogy).

Research and Technology

1.3
Use clear research questions and suitable research methods (e.g., library, electronic media, personal interview) to elicit and present evidence from primary and secondary sources.

Language Arts Grades 11/12

Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.3
Write reflective compositions:

a.
Explore the significance of personal experiences, events, conditions, 
or concerns by using rhetorical strategies (e.g., narration, description, exposition, persuasion).

Materials Needed

01.
Access to computers to view Making Sense of Modern Art screens and take notes
02.
Writing materials

03.
Extra-large paper

Time Needed up to four class periods

01.
One to view Making Sense of Modern Art screens and take notes
02.
One to create a public manifesto

03.
One to watch public reaction

Assessment

Students will be graded on:

01. Research notes from Making Sense of Modern Art

02. Creativity, style, and use of language in manifesto

03. Observation notes

04. Participation in class discussion

05. Written reflection

“Public Manifestos” Activity
In this activity you will learn how artists’ statements are written and published 
for the world to see. Taking inspiration from Jenny Holzer, one of the revolutionary artists in this unit, you will write own manifesto, make it public, observe the response, and reflect on the process.

Artists:  Jenny Holzer
The “Big Idea”

How does an artist’s point of view affect both the intended and perceived meanings of his or her art?
In this activity you will:

01.
Discover Jenny Holzer and her methods of creating art

02.
Write your own one-line manifesto

03.
Make it public and observe people’s reactions

04.
Reflect

You will be graded on:

01.
Research notes from Making Sense of Modern Art
02.
Creativity, style, and use of language in manifesto

03.
Observation notes

04.
Participation in class discussion

05.
Written reflection
Activity Steps
Jenny Holzer posted her truisms in the New York subway from 1977 to 1979. Think about what happens when manifesto statements are made public, then write and post your own public manifesto.

01.
Select: In the spirit of Jenny Holzer, write a one-line manifesto (see 
the “Personal Manifestos” activity for ideas). Transfer it to large paper.

02.
Make it public: Post  the manifesto in a public space where it will generate interest. (Be sure to get permission before posting.)

03.
Record: Observe what happens to your message for a few days and 
take notes in your journal. Are people talking back to it? Are they baffled? Amused? Disinterested?

04.
Reflect: In your journal, reflect on the following questions:

a.
Did the meaning of your manifesto change when you posted it in public?

b.
If you posted your on-line manifesto on a billboard, woult it mean something different? What if you posted it in an art museum?

c.
How do you think your personal manifesto might change five years 
from now?










Art and Social Change�“Public Manifestos” Teacher’s Guide





The twentieth century saw changes in politics, technology, medicine, science, �and social customs can only be described as revolutionary. By studying �a group of revolutionary artists, students will come to understand how these �figures pursued their causes through both their artwork and their actions.
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