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Avant-garde artists have received both negative and positive public attention for their challenges to traditional forms, processes, and ideas. In this activity students think about how culture is created and gain perspective on radical events in history. They will produce a timeline that connects cultural and political events, and then reflect on how those events have affected the society we live in today.

The “Big Idea”

After completing all activities for the theme Artists as Rule Breakers, students will understand the following “big ideas.” The italicized idea is emphasized in the “Political Action and Cultural Reaction” activity.
· What are the qualities/characteristics of a rule breaker?

· How have rule-breaking artists changed how we make and view art today?
· How does political and artistic action influence or change culture?

To introduce the activity

01.    Review: With your students, go over the activity’s overview and “big idea.”

02.    Journal option: If you plan on doing more than one activity from this  theme, ask students to create a journal for it. The journal will allow them to organize their research notes, brainstorms, projects, and reflections.
03.    Preactivity class discussion: What is art? Conduct a short discussion to prepare the students for what they will see within the activity screens. Some possible topics:

a.   What is art? Students create a page in their journals where they list everything that they consider art.

b.   What are the rules and assumptions that people make about art? Students examine their “what is art” lists and discuss the assumptions they have in common (for example, art is seen in museums, art is painting and sculpture, art is anything you want it to be, etc.).

c.   Do artists have a responsibility to use traditional media and methods? Or should they try to go beyond what has come before?

d.  Can a work be considered radical if the only unconventional thing about it is the use of a new method or medium? 

04.    Ongoing class discussion: What is rule breaking? Use these questions as a guide to explore students’ perceptions of rule breaking before, during, and after the activities to help them clarify and expand their notions of rule breakers.

a. What does it mean to be a rule breaker?

b. Who are some rule breakers in our culture? 

c. What did things look like before, what changes did they make, and what was the public response along the way?

d. Who are some modern artists who paved the way for artistic rule breaking today?

e. What are the qualities and characteristics of a radical artist or thinker? (Create a list as a class.)

05.    Activity prep: This activity assumes that you will draw on the students’ abilities to do timeline research. You may want to suggest some effective data-gathering resources. 

06.    Explore online: Now your students are ready to explore the artists in Making Sense of Modern Art and complete the activity steps (duplicated below for your review). 

Related Standards

Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills

Chronological and Spatial Thinking

1.    Students compare the present with the past, evaluating the consequences of past events and decisions and determining the lessons that were learned.

2.    Students analyze how change happens at different rates at different times; understand that some aspects can change while others remain the same; and understand that change is complicated and affects not only technology and politics but also values and beliefs.

Materials Needed

01.   Access to computers to view Making Sense of Modern Art
02.   Writing materials, large paper

Time Needed up to three class periods

01.   One to introduce the activity and view Making Sense of Modern Art screens

02.   One to produce a timeline
03.   One to reflect on and respond to others’ work
Assessment

Students will be graded on:

01.  Quality, depth and organization of research 
02.  Illustrated timeline 

03.  Ability to research, write, and present with a partner/group
04.  Participation in class discussion
05.  Written reflection and research notes
“Political Action and Cultural Reaction” Activity
Avant-garde artists have received both negative and positive public attention for their challenges to traditional forms, processes, and ideas. In this activity you will gain insight into how culture is created and gain perspective on radical events in history. You will produce a timeline that connects cultural and political events, and then reflect on how those events have affected the society we live in today.

The “Big Idea”

How does political and artistic action influence or change culture?
In this activity you will:

01.  Analyze a twentieth-century historical event or movement

02.   Produce an illustrated timeline of the event and cultural responses to it

03.   Write a summary

04.   Document your sources

You will be graded on:

01.   Quality, depth, and organization of research

02.   Illustrated timeline

03.   Ability to research, write, and present with a partner/group

04.   Participation in class discussions

05.   Written reflection and research notes
New terms: found object
Activity Steps
In this activity you will analyze how artists have used their ideas and actions to further a cause (either their own or another’s) and represent your findings in an illustrated timeline.
01. Research: Work with a partner to choose a twentieth-century historical event or movement that reacted against an existing set of conditions and proposed a new alternative. (Possibilities include unions and workers’ movements, Communism, Socialism, peace movements, civil rights, feminism, gay rights, etc.)

02. Analyze: Makes notes in your journal about the following questions as you do your research. Be sure to collect bibliographic references as well.

a.   What was the existing scenario?

b.   What were the participants fighting to change?

c.   What were the various stages of the rule-breaking action?

d.   How did the public respond to the action?

e.   What were the effects? Did society adopt or reject the new ideas? Were new laws made? Treaties passed?

f.   Has this event or action changed how we view the world today?

03.  Produce: Following the model below, create an illustrated timeline of your event and cultural responses to it. Represent each section with a drawing, a magazine clipping, a collage, or some other illustration, and then label each element:

      Social problem (the cause) ( political action ( cultural responses ( ripple effect (worldwide/local, new actions/laws, behavioral changes, etc.) ( conditions today

04. Summarize: Write a paragraph describing your topic.

05. Document: Compile a bibliography of your sources.










Artists as Rule Breakers�“Political Action and Cultural Reaction” Teacher’s Guide





These history and social studies activities explore the rule-breaking culture of modern and contemporary art. During the past century many artists have spent the better part of their careers breaking rules, challenging traditions, and creating new methods of expression. Their work teaches us a great deal about what was happening in the world at the time it was made. The four avant-garde artists featured in these activities received both negative and positive public attention for their challenges to established forms, processes, and ideas. By studying how they broke rules and even created new ones, students will gain insight into how such radical shifts in thinking have affected our culture today. 
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