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How can art communicate mood? This question was one of the main motivations for the artist Nathan Oliveira to explore the world of abstraction. In this activity students will describe the mood of a picture, then shift the mood by changing the picture.

Artists:  Nathan Oliveira
The “Big Idea”

After completing all activities for the theme “Mood and Mystery,” students will understand the following “big ideas.” The italicized idea is emphasized in the “Modifying Moods” activity.

· How does mood contribute to the creation of imaginary worlds?

· How can art communicate mood? How can artists give concrete form to abstract ideas?

· How do artists use line and color to express moods?

To introduce the activity

01.
Review: With your students, go over the activity’s overview and “big idea.”

02.
Journal option: If you plan on doing more than one activity from this theme, ask students to create a journal for the project. The journal will allow them 
to organize their research notes, brainstorms, projects, and reflections.

03.   Using Voices and Images of California Art: These online materials are composed of primary reference sources. Each section helps students understand the work and ideas of a particular artist. The following questions can enrich your students’ experience with the program; you may want to discuss their thoughts in class or have them write responses in their journals. You may also want to explain the advantage of using primary sources in research.

a. Introductory movie (a profile of an artist and a brief glimpse into his or her life and work). What is important to this artist? What is the artist’s attitude toward his or her own work?


b. Gallery (a sample of the artist’s work). Can you identify specific qualities that describe these artworks? What do you think they are about?

c. Interview (the artist’s voice presents ideas about his or her work and life). How does the interview help you understand the artist and his or her work? What else would you like to ask the artist?

d. Photo album (an intimate look at the artist’s life). How do the photographs convey the artist’s personality? What story do they tell?

e. Scrapbook (a collection of miscellaneous items). How do the scrapbook items give you insights into specific aspects of the artist’s life and career? What kind of historical information does the scrapbook offer?

f. Biography (a narrative overview of the artist’s life and background). What do you find interesting about the artist’s life?
04. Activity prep: This activity will build your students’ vocabularies of descriptive language. You may want to practice describing works of art as a class before asking students to focus on artworks of their choice.

05. Explore online: Now your students are ready to explore the artists in Voices and Images of California Art and complete the activity steps (duplicated below for your review).

Related Standards

Language Arts Grades 4/8 

Grade Four

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

1.2 Create multiple-paragraph compositions:

a. Provide an introductory paragraph.

b. Establish and support a central idea with a topic sentence at or near the beginning of the first paragraph.

c. Include supporting paragraphs with simple facts, details, and explanations.

d. Conclude with a paragraph that summarizes the points.

Grade Five 

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.1 Write narratives:

a. Establish a plot, point of view, setting, and conflict.

b. Show, rather than tell, the events of the story.

Grade Six 

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.1 Write narratives:

a. Establish and develop a plot and setting and present a point of view that is appropriate to the stories.

b. Include sensory details and concrete language to develop plot and character.

c. Use a range of narrative devices (e.g., dialogue, suspense).

Grade Seven 

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.1 Write fictional or autobiographical narratives:

       a. Develop a standard plot line (having a beginning, conflict, rising action, climax, and denouement) and point of view.

        b. Develop complex major and minor characters and a definite setting.

        c. Use a range of appropriate strategies (e.g., dialogue; suspense; naming of specific narrative action, including movement, gestures, and expressions).

Grade Eight

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.1 Write biographies, autobiographies, short stories, or narratives:

      a. Relate a clear, coherent incident, event, or situation by using well-chosen  details.

      b. Reveal the significance of, or the writer’s attitude about, the subject.

      c. Employ narrative and descriptive strategies (e.g., relevant dialogue,   specific action, physical description, background description, comparison or contrast of characters).

Materials Needed

01.
access to computers to view Voices and Images of California Art
02.
Writing materials

03.
magazines or other image sources
04. art materials to alter pictures (crayons, markers, paint, chalk, oil pastels, stickers, etc.)

Time Needed: Up to two class periods

01.
one to introduce the activity and view Voices and Images of California Art screens 

02.
one to capture the mood of a picture and respond to classmates’ work
Assessment

Students will be graded on:

01. detail and completeness of descriptions

02. effort in changing the mood of a picture

03. analysis of changes in classmates’ pictures

04. analysis of an additional artwork (optional)

“Modifying Moods” Activity
How can art communicate mood? This question was one of the main motivations for the artist Nathan Oliveira to explore the world of abstraction. In this activity you will describe the mood of a picture, then shift the mood by changing the picture.
Artists:  Nathan Oliveira
The Big Idea:  How can art communicate mood? How can artists give concrete form to abstract ideas?
In this activity you will:

01. choose a picture to describe

02. write a description of the picture and its mood

03. alter the picture to modify its mood

04. exchange pictures with a classmate and respond to each other’s work

You will be graded on:

01. detail and completeness of description

02. effort in changing the mood of a picture

03. analysis of changes in your classmate’s picture

04. analysis of an additional artwork (optional)

Activity Steps
01. Look: After you have carefully studied the works in Nathan Oliveira’s gallery, find a picture in a magazine or newspaper, or select one of your own photographs that you are willing to mark up and alter.

02. Analyze: Look carefully at the picture to discern its mood. Think about visual cues such as color (warm colors for action and happiness, cool colors for stillness or melancholy), facial features and expressions, and background content.

03. Create: Write a detailed description of the picture, focusing in particular on its mood. Use vivid adjectives so that a reader could visualize the picture easily and accurately based solely on your text.

04. Edit: Using markers, paint, or other art materials, modify the mood of the picture. You can alter just a few details or change the entire image.

05. Present: Once the alteration is complete, ask a classmate to respond verbally or in writing to the changed picture. Compare your own before-alteration response to your classmate’s after-alteration response. How do they differ? Which of your changes made the biggest impact on the mood? Why?

06. Extension: Find a painting by Nathan Oliveira or one of his contemporaries, such as Richard Diebenkorn, that is mostly abstract but includes some figurative elements. Write a response to that work of art. If you are having difficulty, a good beginning is to describe what you see, then try to interpret the mood of what you have described. Do you think it is easier to describe the mood of a very realistic image showing people engaged in specific activities, or to describe the mood of abstract elements such as colors or shapes?










Mood and Mystery�“Modifying Moods” Teacher’s Guide





Artists have often struggled with the question of how to give visible form to the invisible world of imagination and spirit. How can it go beyond showing what things looks like and say something about their underlying essence, mood, or mystery? These kinds of questions have inspired much abstract art.
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