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Self & Society: Tracing Identity

“Exploring Kahlo’s Place in the World” Teacher’s Guide
Unit Overview:

An artist’s work often reflects his or her identity; one comes to know an artist through the multifaceted expressions he or she creates. Frida Kahlo’s art expresses the ways she comes to know and love herself; her conflicted relationship with her husband, Diego Rivera; and her love for her country’s culture.

Artist: Frida Kahlo
Frida Kahlo expressed herself as a woman and as an artist in a multitude of ways. She was passionate about life and created a personal artistic language by representing her self over and over again. In this activity students will explore what Kahlo’s art reveals about her identity and how it expresses what she loved and valued. 

Activity Overview: 
Love of oneself is an intrinsic part of our identities. Kahlo’s work portrays the conflicts in her life: her frustrated desire to have children; her turbulent relationship with her husband, Diego Rivera; and her physical challenges. It also expresses the many things she loved and cherished. In this activity you will design a memory box that reflects how love can be expressed in art.

The “Big Idea”: 

After completing this activity, students will understand the following “big idea”: 


· How is love expressed in art?

To introduce the activity
01. 
Review: With your students, go over the activity’s overview and “big idea.”
02. 
Interdisciplinary connection: If you plan on doing more than one activity from this theme, you can create a class performance that features students’ podcasts, poetry and memory boxes. 
03. 
Pre-activity research: Introduce students to Kahlo by visiting the PBS website at www.pbs.org/weta/fridakahlo/life/index.html. Divide the class into four groups and ask each group to research one of the four sections on the site. Have each group teach the class what it has learned.
04. Pre-activity class discussion: Conduct a short discussion to activate students’ background knowledge about the lesson theme and facilitate their understanding of how love can be conveyed through art. Use the following questions as a guide:

a.
How would you express love using the following:

· color

· tone

· mood

· music

· dance

· words

· sounds
05. Activity Prep:  You will need to provide students with materials to create their memory boxes. See the materials list for suggestions.
06. Explore online: Now your students are ready to explore Frida Kahlo in Making Sense of Modern Art and complete the activity steps (duplicated below for your review).

Related Standards:
9-12 Proficient

1.0 Artistic Perception
Analyze Art Elements and Principles of Design

1.3 Research and analyze the work of an artist and write about the artist’s distinctive style and its contribution to the meaning of the work.

2.0 Creative Expression
Creating Performing, and Participating in the Visual Arts

Skills, Processes, Materials, and Tools 

2.1 Solve a visual arts problem that involves the effective use of the elements of art and the principles of design.
9-12 Advanced 

2.0 Creative Expression
Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Visual Arts

Skills, Processes, Materials, and Tools 

2.1 Create original works of art of increasing complexity and skill in a variety of media that reflect their feelings and points of view.

Materials needed:

01.    access to computers to view Making Sense of Modern Art screens 

02.    an assortment of different shaped boxes (encourage students to bring shoe boxes from home)

03.    scissors

04.    glue

05.    magazines

06.    images

07.    sketching paper

08.    drawing materials

09.    beads and other ornaments

Time needed:
Up to four class periods:
01. one to view Making Sense of Modern Art screens
02. one to two to create memory boxes
03. one for class presentations 

Assessment:
Students will be graded on:

01. contributions to class discussion
02. effectiveness of memory box creations in capturing Kahlo’s style and  the things she loved and/or the things you love
03. participation in critiquing classmates’ designs
04. written reflection
“Exploring Kahlo’s Place in the World” Activity

Artist: Frida Kahlo
Frida Kahlo expressed herself as a woman and as an artist in a multitude of ways. She was passionate about life and created a personal artistic language by representing her self over and over again. In this activity students will explore what Kahlo’s art reveals about her identity and how it expresses what she loved and valued. 

The “Big Idea”: 

· How is love expressed in art?

In this activity you will:
       01. 
brainstorm meanings for a quotation
       02.  explore Kahlo’s struggles with identity 
       03. 
analyze Kahlo’s life and art
       04. 
design a memory box 
       05. 
present your memory box to your classmates
       06.  reflect on what you have learned
You will be graded on:
01. contribution to class discussion
02. how effectively your memory box captures Kahlo’s style and the things she loved (or the things you love).
03. quality of written reflection
Activity Steps
Many artists express their personal identities by portraying the things they love.  In this activity you will examine the theme of love in Kahlo's art.
01. Look closely:  Click on the artist button at right to view detailed screens about the artist and her works. Be sure to click on all images, view all videos, read all documents, and look closely at the works of art.
02. 
Brainstorm:  Brainstorm meanings for the following quotation:

“[Kahlo’s painting] becomes the narrative of her own life, her own face, that she gives to you over and  over again.”

          
Artist Amalia Mesa-Bains

          
Share your responses with your classmates.

03. Explore: Visit the screen “The Faces of Frida.” Read the text and click on the video in the center of the screen: “Amalia Mesa Bains.” As you view this video, record your thoughts, ideas and responses. Then look at the two screens of Kahlo’s self-portraits and the photographs documenting her life.
04.  Analyze: Analyze Kahlo’s identity as a woman and as an artist. Discuss the following questions with   your classmates:

What is self-representation?

How did Kahlo’s self-representation change over time? 

How would you describe Kahlo’s style?

Why do you think Kahlo’s self-representation changed over time?

What did Kahlo love? 

What did she value?

How is this evident in her work?

How does her art represent what was important to her?
05. Design: Design a memory box that captures Kahlo’s identity and what she loved. A memory box is something to store treasured items that capture important events in a person’s life. Think about the materials, colors, shape and texture of the box. You can use combinations of words, images, drawings and photographs. Use Kahlo’s portraits as inspiration. Your design should reflect Kahlo’s distinctive style as an artist. You can also choose to design a memory box that reflects your own identity and the things you love. You may want to include photographs, letters, e-mails, fabrics, poems, sketches, and objects that are important to you. Think of a theme for your memory box. After you come up with your initial design idea, share it with a classmate to get feedback, and then create your memory box.
06. Present:  Share your finished work with the class. Talk about what you liked about each memory box, and how well it gave you a sense of what Kahlo loved or what you love.

07. Reflect: Write a paragraph describing how you created your memory box and the ways in which it expresses who you are and what you love. Place this paragraph inside the box for your classmates to read.
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