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In this activity students will select a favorite portrait from the “Gallery” section from the Imogen Cunningham and Robert Arneson screens in Voices and Images of California Art. Then students will write questions that they would like to ask the person in the portrait and imagine the responses the portrait would give. Students will then role-play their interviews in pairs.
Artists: Imogen Cunningham, Robert Arneson
The “Big Idea”

After completing all activities for the theme “Portraiture: Revealing Ourselves and Others,” students will understand the following “big idea”:
What can a portrait tell you about a person?
To introduce the activity

01.    Review: With your students, go over the activity’s overview and “big idea.”

02.    Journal option: If you plan on doing more than one activity from this theme, ask students to create a journal for it. The journal will allow them to organize their research notes, brainstorms, projects, and reflections.
03.
Using Voices and Images of California Art: These online materials are composed of primary reference sources. Each section helps students understand the work and ideas of a particular artist. The following questions can enrich your students’ experience with the program; you may want to discuss their thoughts in class or have them write responses in their journals. You may also want to explain the advantage of using primary sources in research:

a.   Introductory movie (a profile of an artist and a brief glimpse into his or her life and work). What is important to this artist? What is the artist’s attitude toward his or her own work?
b.   Gallery (a sample of the artist’s work). Can you identify specific qualities that describe these artworks? What do you think they are about?
c.   Interview (the artist’s voice presents ideas about his or her work and life). How does the interview help you understand the artist and his or her work? What else would you like to ask the artist?
d.  Photo album (an intimate look at the artist’s life). How do the photographs convey the artist’s personality? What story do they tell?
e.  Scrapbook (a collection of miscellaneous items). How do the scrapbook items give you insights into specific aspects of the artist’s life and career? What kind of historical information does the scrapbook offer?
f. 
Biography (a narrative overview of the artist’s life and background). What do you find interesting about the artist’s life? 
04.    Explore online: Now your students are ready to explore the artists in Voices and Images of California Art and complete the activity steps (duplicated below for your review). 

Related Standards

Language  Arts Grades 4/8
Grade Four

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

1.2 Create multiple-paragraph compositions:

a. Provide an introductory paragraph.

b. Establish and support a central idea with a topic sentence at or near the beginning of the first paragraph.

c. Include supporting paragraphs with simple facts, details, and  explanations.

d. Conclude with a paragraph that summarizes the points.

Grade Five 

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.3 Write research reports about important ideas, issues, or events by using the following guidelines:

a. Frame questions that direct the investigation.

b. Establish a controlling idea or topic.

c. Develop the topic with simple facts, details, examples, and explanations.
Grade Six 

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.4 Write responses to literature: (portrait in this activity)

a. Develop an interpretation exhibiting careful reading, understanding, and insight.

b. Organize the interpretation around several clear ideas, premises, or images.

Grade Seven 

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.1 Write fictional or autobiographical narratives:

b. Develop complex major and minor characters and a definite setting.

c. Use a range of appropriate strategies (e.g., dialogue; suspense; naming of specific narrative action, including movement, gestures, and expressions).

Grade Eight

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.1 Write biographies, autobiographies, short stories, or narratives:

a. Relate a clear, coherent incident, event, or situation by using  well-chosen details.

c. Employ narrative and descriptive strategies (e.g., relevant dialogue, specific action, physical description, background description, comparison or contrast of characters).
Materials Needed

01.   access to computers to view Voices and Images of California Art
02.   writing materials
03.   tape or video recorder (optional)

Time Needed up to three class periods

01.   one to introduce the activity and view Voices and Images of California Art screens

02.   one to write interview questions and role-play
03.   one to present their work to the class
Assessment

Students will be graded on:

01.   research notes from Voices and Images of California Art
02.   style and content of interviews
03.   participation and leadership in class discussions
“Interview a Portrait” Activity
In this activity students will select a favorite portrait from the “Gallery” section from the Imogen Cunningham and Robert Arneson screens in Voices and Images of California Art. Then you will write questions that you would like to ask the person in the portrait and imagine the responses he or she might give. You will then role-play your interviews in pairs.

Look closely: Click on each artist button at right to view detailed screens about the artist and his or her works. Be sure to click on all images, view all videos, read all documents, and use the zoom tool to look closely at the works of art. 

The “Big Idea”

What can a portrait tell you about a person?
In this activity you will:

01.   look at the art of Imogen Cunningham or Robert Arneson
02.   brainstorm questions to ask the subject of a selected portrait
03.   create an interview and share it with the class
You will be graded on:

01.   research notes from Voices and Images of California Art
02.   style and content of interview
03.   participation and leadership in class discussions
Activity Steps
Imagine an interview with a portrait.
01.   Look: Browse through the photographs in the “Gallery” section from the Imogen Cunningham or Robert Arneson screens.
02.   Analyze: Pair up with a classmate and select a portrait whose subject you would like to interview. With your partner, write questions to ask the person in the picture. For example: Where were you born? Where did you study? Where did you work? What kind of life did you lead?.
03.  Create: With your partner, interview the person in the portrait. One person should ask the questions and write down the responses while the other person answers as if he or she were the person in the portrait. You may want to tape-record or videotape your exchange.

04.   Present: Share your interview with the class, either by playing your recording or acting it out.
05.  Extension: Write up your interview results in the form of a newspaper article, a radio show, or a television broadcast.
Screen questions

1. Robert Arneson is famous for his inventive portraits of himself and others.

To do: Click on the artwork and zoom. Then click on the Arneson’s “Gallery” page to access images of his portraits.
To think about: What different sides of Arneson’s personality do you see in his various self-portraits?

2. Imogen Cunningham was renowned for her ability to capture the personalities of the people she photographed.

To do: Click on the video “What has your experience as a portrait photographer taught you about people?”
To think about: Why do you think making portraits of others could be challenging for an artist?
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Artists have always been interested in capturing likenesses of themselves and other people. Successful, complex portraits reveal not only what the sitter looks like, but also aspects of his or her character, and even something about the attitudes of the artist. Looking at a portrait, we may ask ourselves what the artist has chosen to show (of him- or herself and of the sitter), and how those characteristics are indicated (through gestures and expressions, or perhaps through the choice of materials or artistic style).
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