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Many artists make work that communicates their thoughts and feelings about the political issues of their time. This activity will give students a sense of the different ways artists have used individualized styles and visual symbols to create politically charged, thought-provoking works. Students will then apply this knowledge by identifying their own personal symbols and incorporating them into an artwork.

The “Big Idea”

After completing all activities for the unit Art and Social Change, students 
will understand the following “big ideas.” The italicized idea is emphasized in 
the “Identifying Personal Symbols” activity.


· How are artists revolutionary?

· How is art a catalyst for and reflection of social change?

· How does an artist’s point of view affect both the intended and perceived meanings of her or his art?

· How do artists use symbols, words, and actions to convey political or social beliefs?

· How does the meaning and impact of an artwork change when it is made public?

To introduce the activity

01.
Review: With your students, go over the activity’s overview and “big idea.”

02.
Journal option: If you plan on doing more than one activity from this theme, ask students to create a journal for the project. The journal will allow them 
to organize their research notes, brainstorms, projects, and reflections.

03.
Preactivity class discussion: What is political art? Conduct a short discussion to prepare students for what they will see within the activity screens. Some suggestions for discussion:

a.
What is political art? Students create a page in their journals where 
they list examples of political art that they have seen.

b.
Why might visual artists choose to use their art to express political ideas?

c.
When might an artist’s work be revolutionary?

d.
How does the context of political art (the places and times that the 
public sees it) impact its meaning? 

04.  Activity prep: This activity involves drawing. You may want to review drawing techniques with the class.

05.  Explore online: Now your students are ready to explore the artists in Making Sense of Modern Art and complete the activity steps (duplicated below for your review).

Related Standards

Visual Arts Grades 9-12 Proficient

2.0 Creative Expression

Skills, Processes, Materials, and Tools

2.1  Solve a visual arts problem that involves the effective use of the elements of art and the principles of design.

2.4  Review and refine observational drawing skills.

3.0 Historical and Cultural Context

Diversity of the Visual Arts

3.3 Identify and describe trends in the visual arts and discuss how the issues of time, place, and cultural influence are reflected in selected works of art.

3.4  Discuss the purposes of art in selected contemporary cultures.

4.0 Aesthetic Valuing

Derive Meaning

4.1  Articulate how personal beliefs, cultural traditions, and current social, economic, and political contexts influence the interpretation of the meaning or message in a work of art.

Grades 9-12 Advanced

2.0 Creative Expression

Communicate and Express Through Original Works of Art

2.4  Demonstrate in their own works of art a personal style and an advanced proficiency in communicating an idea, theme, or emotion.

2.5  Use innovative visual metaphors in creating works of art.

3.0 Historical and Cultural Context

Role and Development of the Visual Arts

3.1  Identify contemporary styles and discuss the diverse social, economic, and political developments reflected in the works of art examined.

3.2  Identify contemporary artists worldwide who have achieved regional, national, or international recognition and discuss ways in which their work reflects, plays a role in, and influences present-day culture.

4.0 Aesthetic Valuing

Derive Meaning

4.1  Describe the relationship involving the art maker (artist), the making (process), the artwork (product), and the viewer.

4.2  Identify the intentions of artists creating contemporary works of art and explore the implications of those intentions.

4.3  Analyze and articulate how society influences the interpretation and message of a work of art.

Materials Needed

01.
Access to computers to view Making Sense of Modern Art screens and take notes
02. Objects from home that symbolize aspects of the student’s life
03.   Classroom space to set up still-life scenes

04.   Writing materials

Time Needed up to four class periods

01.
One to view Making Sense of Modern Art screens and take notes
02.  Two or three to create personal-symbol drawings

03.  One for class review

Assessment

Students will be graded on:

01.  Contribution to class discussion

02.  Effort in identifying and collecting personal symbols

03.  Creativity, style, and composition of drawing

04.  Written reflection

“Identifying Personal Symbols” Activity
Many artists make work that communicates their thoughts and feelings about the political issues of their time. This activity will give you a sense of the different ways artists have used individualized styles and visual symbols to create politically charged, thought-provoking works. You will then apply this knowledge by identifying your own personal symbols and incorporating them into an artwork. 

The “Big Idea”

How do artists use symbols, words, and actions to convey political or social beliefs? How are artists revolutionary?

In this activity you will:

01.  Identify and draw three personal symbols of your own

02.  Share them with the class and reflect

You will be graded on:

01.   Contribution to class discussion

02.   Effort in identifying and collecting personal symbols

03.   Creativity, style, and composition of drawing

04.   Written reflection

New terms: symbol, still life

Activity Steps
Artists use symbols to express their ideas about the world. In this activity you will identify some of your own personal symbols 
01.  Brainstorm: With a partner or classmates, brainstorm: What is a symbol? What are some symbols that have personal meaning? Symbols with public meaning?

02.  Find meaningful objects: At home, select three objects that symbolize different aspects of your personality (where you come from, your cultural background, beliefs, personal qualities, etc.), and bring them to class. Make sure they are small enough to transport and appropriate for school.

03.  Discuss: Present your objects to the class. Talk about how they represent who you are.

04.  Draw: Arrange the objects on a desk or tabletop in an informal still-life composition. Make a drawing of the arrangement.

05.  Exchange: Trade drawings with a classmate and examine your partner’s drawing carefully. Are you surprised by any of the symbols in the sketch? What did you learn about your classmate that you didn’t know before?

06.  Reflect: In your journal, reflect on how the objects you chose symbolize something about you. How can symbols be used to express revolutionary ideas?










Art and Social Change�“Identifying Personal Symbols” Teacher’s Guide





The twentieth century saw changes in politics, technology, medicine, science, �and social customs can only be described as revolutionary. By studying �a group of revolutionary artists, students will come to understand how these �figures pursued their causes through both their artwork and their actions.
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