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Since an artwork often reflects the cultural background of the artist, you can better understand a work of art if you know what was going on in the world when it was made. Students will study a few of the artists featured in Making Sense of Modern Art and learn to identify the revolutionary characteristics of their work.

The “Big Idea”

After completing all activities for the theme Art and Social Change, students will understand the following “big ideas.” The italicized idea is emphasized in the “Identifying Revolutionary Thinkers” activity. 

· How are artists revolutionary?

· How is art a catalyst for and reflection of social change?

· How does an artist’s point of view affect both the intended and perceived meanings of her or his work?

· How do artists use symbols, words, and actions to convey political or social beliefs?

· How does the meaning and impact of an artwork change when it is made public?

Artists:  Diego Rivera and David Alfaro Siqueiros

To introduce the activity

01.
Review: With your students, go over the activity’s overview and “big idea.”

02.
Journal option: If you plan on doing more than one activity from this theme, ask students to create a journal for the project. The journal will allow them 
to organize their research notes, brainstorms, projects, and reflections.

03.
Preactivity class discussion: What is political art? Conduct a short discussion to prepare students for what they will see within the activity screens. Some suggestions for discussion:

a.
What is political art? Students create a page in their journals where 
they list examples of political art that they have seen.

b.
Why might visual artists choose to use their art to express political ideas?

c.
When might an artist’s work be revolutionary?

d.
How does the context of political art (the places and times that the 
public sees it) impact its meaning? 

Related Standards

History and Social Sciences Analysis Skills Grades 10/11/12
Historical Research, Evidence, and Point of View
4.
Students construct and test hypotheses; collect, evaluate, and employ information from multiple primary and secondary sources; and apply it in oral and written presentations.
Historical Interpretation

3.
Students interpret past events and issues within the context in which an event unfolded rather than solely in terms of present-day norms and values.
Materials Needed

01.
Access to computers to view Making Sense of Modern Art screens and take notes
02.
Examples of op-ed newspaper pieces and letters to the editor
03.
Writing materials paper

Time Needed up to four class periods

01.
One to view Making Sense of Modern Art screens and take notes
02.
One to write letters
03.
One to present letters
04.
One to create class newspaper
Assessment

Students will be graded on:

01. Research notes from Making Sense of Modern Art

02. Participation/leadership in class discussions 
03. Letter structure, use of persuasive language, and clarity of argument 
04. Contribution to class newspaper
“Identifying Revolutionary Thinkers” Activity
Diego Rivera and David Alfaro Siqueiros were artists and political activists dedicated to creating work that served the common people and expressed their beliefs. After reviewing their artwork, you will express your thoughts about it in a letter to the editor or an op-ed essay for the local newspaper.

Artists:  Diego Rivera and David Alfaro Siqueiros
The “Big Idea”

How does an artist’s point of view affect both the intended and perceived meanings of his or her art?
In this activity you will:

01.
Develop an argument about the work of Rivera and Siqueiros
02.
Write an essay expressing your opinion
03.
Edit and submit your essay
You will be graded on:

01.
Research notes from Making Sense of Modern Art
02.
Participation/leadership in class discussions
03.  Letter structure, use of persuasive language, and clarity of argument

Activity Steps
This activity is connected to the activities “Rivera vs. Rockefeller” and “Siqueiros in Jail.” You will write about the revolutionary actions of Diego Rivera and David Alfaro Siqueiros, either as a letter to a newspaper editor or as an op-ed column. Before writing your essay, read these sections of your local newspaper to get a feel for the proper format.
01.    Write: Now that you have completed the activities “Rivera vs. Rockefeller” and “Siqueiros in Jail,” write a letter to the editor or an op-ed column for the local newspaper that either defends or condemns the artists’ actions. Choose one of the following approaches:

a.  State your opinion of Rivera’s mural, referring to what you now know about the artist and his support of the Communist agenda, his role as a Mexican muralist in Mexico and in America, and your knowledge of Vladimir Lenin and the Communist movement.

b.   Defend or condemn Siqueiros’s political actions, the artist’s practice while he was in prison, and the actions of the Mexican government.
02.      Edit: Share your essay with a partner, edit each other’s work, and rewrite.
03.      Print: Create a class newspaper that includes all of the opinion essays. Distribute to your friends and other teachers and collect their reactions.










Art and Social Change�“Identifying Revolutionary Thinkers” Teacher’s Guide





The twentieth century saw changes in politics, technology, medicine, science, �and social customs can only be described as revolutionary. By studying �a group of revolutionary artists, students will come to understand how these �figures pursued their causes through both their artwork and their actions.
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