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Artist: Olafur Eliasson

This Icelandic artist is best known for creating installations, sculptures, and photographs that creatively—and often unexpectedly—merge scientific principles and natural phenomena. Eliasson’s use of light, water, ice, moss and other natural elements challenges the way we see and experience the world. Engaging nearly all of the senses, his installations recognize viewers as active participants and call for multisensory engagement. Without an audience to experience each work, Eliasson believes it would not be complete.

Activity Overview
In this activity, students will write a short play. They will be asked to describe the characters and set in detail, including ephemeral elements such as lighting, sound, and smell. To underscore the idea that writing, like Eliasson’s art, is a process, students will also participate in peer editing and revise their drafts.

The “Big Idea”

After completing all activities for the theme “Shifting Perspectives,” students will understand the following “big idea”:

· How can art affect our perceptions of nature?

To introduce the activity

01.   Review: With your students, discuss the activity overview and the “big ideas.”

02.   Journal option: If you plan on doing more than one activity related to this theme, ask students to create a journal. The journal will allow them to organize their research notes, brainstorming sessions, projects, and reflections.

03.   Preactivity class discussion: Conduct a short discussion to prepare the students for what they will see within the activity screens. Use these questions as a guide to explore students’ perceptions before, during, and after the activities and to help them clarify and expand their understanding of this theme.

a. What is art? Students create a page in their journals where they list everything they consider to be art.
b. What are the rules and assumptions that people make about art? Students examine their “what is art” lists and discuss the assumptions they have in common (for example, art is seen in museums, art is painting and sculpture, art is anything you want it to be, etc.).

c. Do you think viewers respond differently to a work that incorporates non-traditional elements such as water, ice, and light than they do to a work made of more traditional materials?

d. Are there artworks that can change over time? How can time affect a person’s perspective?

e. How is nature affected by time and point of view?
04.   Activity prep: You may want to review key elements of descriptive writing and provide students with some examples of playwriting. You may also wish to review the peer-editing process and what it means to provide constructive criticism.

05.   Explore online: Now your students are ready to explore the artist Olafur Eliasson in Making Sense of Modern Art and complete
Related Standards

CA Language Arts Grades 9/10

1.0 Writing Strategies

Organization and Focus

1.2 Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers, and the active rather than the passive voice.
Evaluation and Revision
1.9 Revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective, the precision of word choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and formality of the context.
2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

c. Describe with concrete sensory details the sights, sounds, and smells of a scene and the specific actions, movements, gestures, and feelings of the characters; use interior monologue to depict the characters' feelings.
d. Pace the presentation of actions to accommodate changes in time and mood.

e. Make effective use of descriptions of appearance, images, shifting perspectives, and sensory details.
Materials needed

01.   computers and internet access to view Making Sense of Modern Art
02.    writing materials

Time needed

Up to five class periods:

01.   one to introduce the activity and view Making Sense of Modern Art screens

02.   one to brainstorm scenarios and write play

03.   one for peer editing and conferencing

04.   one for play rehearsal 

05.   one to perform plays and reflect in journals
Assessment

Students will be assed on:

01.   quality of descriptive writing and clear expression of thought

02.   clear use of the five senses in student writing

03.   peer editing process

04.   play directing and performance

05.   written reflection

“Human Beings versus Nature: A Short Play” Activity 

Artist: Olafur Eliasson

Eliasson experiments with non-permanent materials such as light, sound, water, moss, and ice to create installations that provide complex experiences. His works engage the senses and recognize the viewer as an active participant.  Eliasson is deeply concerned with how people view and interact with their world, and how art can help us see differently. In this activity you will write a short play. You will be asked to describe the characters and set in detail, noting ephemeral elements such as lighting, sound, and smell. Writing, like Eliasson’s art, is a process. Therefore, you will also participate in peer editing and revise your drafts. Finally, you and your classmates will perform each play.

The “Big Idea”

How can art affect our perceptions of nature?

In this activity you will:

01.   write a short play that takes place over the course of a single day

02.   work with a partner to peer edit each other’s work

03.   revise your first draft 

04.   select classmates to perform your play for the class and direct them

05.   perform in other students’ plays and reflect on the process

You will be graded on:

01.   quality of descriptive writing and clear expression of thought
02.   use of the five senses in your play

03.   participation in the peer-editing process

04.   your performance in the play

05.   written reflection

New term:

temporality

Activity Steps
In this activity, you will write a short play about interactions between human beings and nature , taking place over a single day,. Like Eliasson’s art, the setting of your play will change over the course of the day.
01.   Look closely: Explore the works of Olafur Eliasson online. Be sure to click on all images, read all documents, watch all videos, and use the zoom tool to look closely at the works of art. Choose one of these works of art and answer the following questions:

a. How do you think it would feel to be inside the art work/installation that Eliasson has created?
b. Which of Eliasson’s art works include natural elements? Describe them and identify each one and note how they are used.

c. Which of Eliasson’s art works include technological elements? Describe them and identify how technology is used.

d. How does the element of time play for the art work? Would the work appear different at different times of the day? Will the art work change over time?

e. What, if anything, do you think the artist is commenting on in this piece?

f. How does Eliasson construct an alternate reality?

02.   Brainstorm: You will be writing a play about the interaction between human beings and nature. Before writing, brainstorm some possible scenarios (you may choose to base your play on a historical event, or you may prefer to invent an imaginary scenario). Once you have come up with a few possibilities, try acting them out with a peer. Consider carefully whether or not it will be possible to write a script for the scenario you have imagined. Some questions that may help you get started:

a. Do humans and nature coexist in harmony or in conflict with each other?

b. How have people attempted to control nature?

c. Why would people want to control nature? 

d. Are humans part of nature?

e. What message would you like to communicate to your audience?
03.   Draft: Write your first draft of the play. It should be three to five minutes in length (approximately three typed pages) and should feature no fewer than two and no more than three characters. Be sure to address the following:

a. Who are the characters? 

b. What does the setting look, feel, and smell like?

c. How can you represent or integrate ephemeral elements in your play?
04.   Peer Edit: You will be assigned a peer editor. Read each other’s work and provide constructive criticism. While reading one another’s work, students should keep the following questions in mind:

a. Did the author write descriptively?

b. Were the characters clearly differentiated?

c. Were you able to clearly understand who the characters are and what the conflict is?
d. Were you able to get a complete sense of what the setting looks, sounds, and feels like?

e. Were you able to get a clear sense of the author’s message?

f. How could the author improve his or her writing and make it more vivid?

Get together with your peer editor and discuss the comments you have made on each other’s papers. Be sure to ask about anything you don’t understand. This is your opportunity to get the most out of having an editor.
05.   Rewrite: Revise and rewrite your first draft. Pay careful attention to your editor’s comments. Your final draft will be performed in class by your peers.

06.   Direct: Select other members of the class to rehearse and perform your play. Work with them on characters’ emotions and intent. Then let them interpret your play and perform.

07.   Act: Perform in one of your peers’ plays.

08.   Reflect: In your journal, reflect on the following questions:
a. How did your perception of nature change over the course of this activity?

b. Was the performance of your play how you imagined it? What surprised you?
c. Now that you have seen your play performed, how might you have written it differently?

d. What did you learn about yourself as a writer through this process?










Shifting Perspectives


“Human Beings versus Nature: A Short Play” Teacher’s Guide





Throughout history, art has challenged our perceptions and definitions of truth and reality. The artists featured in these activities create projects that blur the line between the real and the imagined, altering our sense of time and place. By studying these individuals and their work, students will have the opportunity to rethink how they see and interact with the world around them.


students will gain insight into how such radical shifts in thinking have affected our culture today.
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Shifting Perspectives: “Human Beings versus Nature: A Short Play”

