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Everyone searches for and finds his or her own identity through a wide variety of experiences and expressions. Artists, writers, and historians often explore questions of identity through their work. In this activity students will investigate the art of Romare Bearden to discover how he visually described the African American community.

The “Big Idea”

After completing all activities for the theme Self and Society: Tracing Identity, students will understand the following “big ideas.” The italicized idea is emphasized in the “Expressing Ethic Identity” activity.

· What role do symbols play in defining a person’s identity? Can symbols have multiple meanings?

· How do artists reveal their culture’s (and their own) hidden or unheard voices? How does an awareness of these voices change our views about ourselves?
· How do gender roles influence how we perceive identity?

To introduce the activity

01.    Review: With your students, go over the activity’s overview and “big idea.”

02.    Journal option: If you plan on doing more than one activity from this  theme, ask students to create a journal for it. The journal will allow them to organize their research notes, brainstorms, projects, and reflections.
03.     Preactivity class discussion: What is identity? Conduct a short discussion about identity to prepare students for what they will see within the activity screens. Some suggestions for discussion:

a. What are the different ways that people identify themselves? What are some of the elements of your personal identity?

b. What personal characteristics matter most to you, in yourself and in others? Why? 

c. Who determines a person’s identity: the individual or others around the individual? Both? How does this work?

d. Does identity stay constant throughout a person’s life? If not, what makes it change?

04.    Activity prep: Depending on how much time is available, before viewing the screens and delving into the artists’ work, you may want students to write about their own views on gender and identity.

05.    Explore online: Now your students are ready to explore the artists in Making Sense of Modern Art and complete the activity steps (duplicated below for your review).

Related Standards

Language Arts  Grades 9/10

3.0 Literary Response and Analysis

Literary Criticism

3.12 Analyze the way in which a work of literature is related to the themes and issues of its historical period. (Historical approach)

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.2 Write responses to literature:

a. Demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of the significant ideas of literary works.

b. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text or to other works.

c. Demonstrate awareness of the author’s use of stylistic devices and an appreciation of the effects created.

d. Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text.

Language Arts Grades 11/12
2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.3 Write reflective compositions:

a. Explore the significance of personal experiences, events, conditions, or concerns by using rhetorical strategies (e.g., narration, description, exposition, persuasion).

b. Draw comparisons between specific incidents and broader themes that illustrate the writer’s important beliefs or generalizations about life.

c. Maintain a balance in describing individual incidents and relate those incidents to more general and abstract ideas.

Materials Needed

01.   Access to computers to view Making Sense of Modern Art
02.   Writing materials for taking notes

03.   Collage materials (magazines, newspapers, etc.)

Time Needed up to four class periods

01.   One to introduce the activity and view Making Sense of Modern Art screens

02.   One or two for creating poetry and collage (could be homework)

03.   One for the poetry slam

Assessment

Students will be graded on:

01.   Analysis of an artwork by Romare Bearden

02.   Structure and character of poem

03.   Effort in producing a collage

04.   Quality of class presentation

“Expressing Ethnic Identity” Activity
Everyone searches for and finds his or her own identity through a wide variety of experiences and expressions. Artists, writers, and historians often explore questions of identity through their work. In this activity you will investigate the art of Romare Bearden to discover how he visually described the African American community.

The “Big Idea”

How is a community defined? How can art represent the values and identity of a community?
In this activity you will:

01.   Analyze a work of art by Romare Bearden

02.   Create a poem in response to what you see in the work

03.   Present your responses to the class and reflect on them

04.   Discover where you can find scenes similar to those Bearden depicts

05.   Create a collage that shows the character of your own community

You will be graded on:

01.   Analysis of an artwork by Romare Bearden

02.   Structure and character of your poem

03.   Effort in producing a collage

04.   Quality of class presentation

New terms: Harlem Renaissance
Activity Steps
The artists and writers of the Harlem Renaissance explored their African American heritage through their work. In this activity you will investigate an artwork by Romare Bearden to discover how he depicted his community.
01.    Select: Choose one artwork by Romare Bearden in Making Sense of Modern Art. Explore the work in detail.

02.    Search: List the people and actions you can find in the artwork. Which ones are specifically connected to Bearden’s African American heritage?

03.    Consider: After closely examining the work answer these questions:

a. What is the mood of this scene? How would it feel to be standing in the middle of it?

b. What would the scene sound like?

c. Who is in this community?

d. What are some important characteristics that define this community?

04.    Create: Either on your own or as a class, think more about the sounds that would accompany Bearden’s work. Create a poem, a rap in response to what you see in Bearden’s work.

05.    Reflect: Present to the class your responses to Bearden’s artwork, and listen to what other students saw. Can you identify some threads that run through all of these examples of Bearden’s art?

06.    Discover: Discuss as a class where you can find scenes like the ones Bearden paints in your school community or in your town. Does your environment have anything in common with the Harlem Renaissance community?

07.    Option: Create a collage in Bearden’s style that depicts your own community. 










Self and Society:  Tracing Identity�“Expressing Ethnic Identity” Teacher’s Guide





The ideas underlying a person’s identity are numerous and complex. In these language arts activities, students will investigate three ideas within the larger scope of identity. “Personal Symbols, Personal Mythology” explores how artists create their own visual myths and symbols to tell stories about themselves and their cultures. “Expressing Ethnic Identity” considers ways that artists express their identities as parts of, or as opposed to, a larger social group. And “Unearthing Silenced Histories: Profile” looks at artists who have delved into the past to tell stories that have never been told before about themselves and their communities.
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