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After students become familiar with several revolutionary modern and contemporary artists who used words to express their ideas and concerns, they will create a manifesto that conveys the views of a character from an artwork or a novel.

The “Big Idea”

After completing all activities for the theme Art and Social Change, students will understand the following “big ideas.” The italicized idea is emphasized in the “Writing Character Manifestos” activity. 

· How are artists revolutionary?

· How is art a catalyst for and reflection of social change?

· How does an artist’s point of view affect both the intended and perceived meanings of her or his art?

· How do artists use symbols, words, and actions to convey political or social beliefs?

· How does the meaning and impact of an artwork change when it is made public?

To introduce the activity

01.
 Review: With your students, go over the activity’s overview and “big idea.”

02.
Journal option: If you plan on doing more than one activity from this theme, ask students to create a journal for the project. The journal will allow them 
to organize their research notes, brainstorms, projects, and reflections.

03.
Preactivity class discussion: What is political art? Conduct a short discussion to prepare students for what they will see within the activity screens. Some suggestions for discussion:

a.
What is political art? Students create a page in their journals where 
they list examples of political art that they have seen.

b.
Why might visual artists choose to use their art to express political ideas?

c.
When might an artist’s work be revolutionary?

d.
How does the context of political art (the places and times that the 
public sees it) impact its meaning? 

Related Standards

Language Arts Grades 9/10

2.0
Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.1   Write biographical or autobiographical narratives or short stories:

c. Describe with concrete sensory details the sights, sounds, and smells of a scene and the specific actions, movements, gestures, and feelings of the characters; use interior monologue to depict the characters’ feelings.

Language Arts Grades 11/12

Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.1 Write fictional, autobiographical, or biographical narratives:

      c. Describe with concrete sensory details the sights, sounds, and smells of a scene and the specific actions, movements, gestures, and feelings of the characters; use interior monologue to depict the characters’ feelings.

Materials Needed

01.  Access to computers to view Making Sense of Modern Art
02.  Writing materials 

03.  Access to books

04.  Drawing materials (optional)

Time Needed up to four class periods

01.
One to view Making Sense of Modern Art screens and take notes
02.
One or two to create a character manifesto

03.
One to present character manifestos
Assessment

Students will be graded on:

01. Research notes from Making Sense of Modern Art
02. Detail and thoroughness of character sketch
03. Creativity, style, and use of language in manifesto 

04. Manifesto presentation
05. Written reflection

“Writing Character Manifestos” Activity
After you become familiar with several revolutionary modern and contemporary artists who used words to express their ideas and concerns, you will create a manifesto that conveys the views of a character from an artwork or a novel.

The “Big Idea”

How does an artist’s point of view affect both the intended and perceived meanings of his or her art?
In this activity you will:

01.   Discover three artists and their political motivations
02.   Choose a character and list his or her qualities
03.  Write a manifesto in the character’s voice
04.   Peer edit and review the manifesto
05.   Share with your class

You will be graded on:

01.
Research notes from Making Sense of Modern Art
02.   Detail and thoroughness of character sketch
03.
Creativity, style, and use of language in manifesto
04.
Manifesto presentation
05.
Written reflection
New terms: manifesto, revolutionary

Activity Steps
Think about how particular points of view are expressed, and try to imagine yourself in the shoes of a character from a painting or a story.
Option 1: Manifesto for a character in a work of art
01.   Look: Choose an artwork by Diego Rivera or David Alfaro Siqueiros from Making Sense of Modern Art. Look carefully and select an individual figure in the artwork that appeals to you (it could be a laborer, politician, farmer, steelworker, prisoner, artist, etc.).

02.  Analyze: Study the figure in relation to the rest of the painting. List some of the qualities that he or she might have. Invent and write a short character sketch that describes where the person lives, his or her activity in the artwork, cultural background, age, etc.

03.  Create: Write a manifesto in this person’s voice. Be sure to consider his or her point of view and social concerns. Is there something that this person wants to change? Think about what the person’s voice might sound like and try to write in that style.

04.   Present: Trade your rough draft with a partner and edit each other’s work. Rewrite.

05.   Reflect: Share your final draft with the class. Discuss the various ways your classmates chose to interpret their characters. How do points of view vary? What did you learn about speaking from another person’s point of view? How did your character’s style and point of view affect the message?

06.  Optional: Make a drawing or collage of your character to accompany the manifesto.

Option 2: Manifesto for a character from a book
01.   Select: From a book you have read, choose a character who is trying to change something.

02.   Describe: Make a list of the character’s passions, conflicts, and beliefs. Be sure to include what he or she is trying to change.

03.   Create: Write a character sketch that describes the person. Include quotes (things that the character said in the book) and images or symbols that represent the character’s feelings and point of view.

04.   Produce: Write a manifesto in the character’s voice. 

05.   Present: Trade your manifesto with a partner and edit each other’s work. Rewrite.

06.  Reflect: Share your final manifesto with the class. Discuss the various ways in which your classmates chose to interpret their characters. What did you learn about speaking from another person’s point of view? How did your character’s style and point of view affect the message?

07.  Optional: Make a drawing or collage of your character to accompany the manifesto. You may want to incorporate text from the manifesto into the drawing.
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The twentieth century saw changes in politics, technology, medicine, science, �and social customs can only be described as revolutionary. By studying �a group of revolutionary artists, students will come to understand how these �figures pursued their causes through both their artwork and their actions.
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